Introduction
In recent years the study of the mycoflora of soils has become increasingly popular. There (Stolk, 1955) . As it seemed that the selected area was ideal for the purposes of the planned investi- Part of the literature that had to be studied in relation to the present investigation, has a direct bearing on some special aspects of the work and will therefore be discussed in the relevant chapters.
However, before going into the details of the investigation it may be of some use to give an impression of some of the work that has been done in the field of ecology of microorganisms, particularly as far as the saprophytic soil fungi are concerned.
It is well known that ecological studies can be carried out with lower organisms just as well as with higher plants. The ecology of fungi in relation to certain special substrates is fairly well known.
The succession of fungi on dung has been studied for the dung of many animals. Waid (1957) and Webster (1956 Webster ( , 1957 (Gilman, 1957) relationships. Thus, Garrett (1951 Garrett ( , 1955 Garrett ( , 1956 (Wright, 1956 Wright and Grove, 1957 ). Garrett's discussion of the significance of antibiotic production is most enlightening (Garrett, 1956 (Orpurt and Curtis, 1957 Aspergillus was infrequent. Nicot (1956) Several methods for isolation of soil fungi were tested on a comparative basis by Chesters and Thornton (1956 (Park, 1957, a, b) .
In several cases spores lying on the surface of the soil were found to become rapidly decomposed (Park, 1955 (Park, 1954) 
